Changes of the Expression of Neuronal NO-Synthase in Rat Sympathetic Ganglia during Ontogeny.
Expression of neuronal NO synthase in the sympathetic cranial cervical ganglion and stellate ganglion in rats during postnatal ontogeny was studied by immunohistochemistry and Western blotting. In the sympathetic ganglia, neuronal NO synthase-immunoreactive neurons were absent in all rats. In the stellate and cranial cervical ganglia, the expression of neuronal NO synthase and the density of immunoreactive fibers increased in early postnatal ontogeny from the moment of birth to the age of 30 days and then decreased. Thus, we observed heterochroneous expression of neuronal NOS in the preganglionic somata in the spinal cord and in the preganglionic fibers in the sympathetic ganglia during ontogeny.